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MASNA'AT MARIA

) The remaining ruins indicate that Masna’at
Maria was a substantial town erected on a
high and fortified hill. It had four gates in all
directions inscribed in the rocks and eroded
in the hill's edges. Each gate is connected to
the hill’s foot by a paved way indicated by an
inscription on the rocky western gate of the
town.Thetownissurrounded byahuge stony
wall extending around it and supported by a
numberoftowers.Thetown contains palaces,
houses,market, publicyardandthepublicroad
that connects its different parts. In the center
aroundthemainpalace,thereisalargepondto
keep water.

~ ) Masna'atMariahasbeenaprosperHimiaritown
sincethebefore Christagesanditremainedso
until the fourth AD century.The town’s name
was(Sama’an)accordingtotheinscriptionson
the western gate of the town. The town’s God
was Athtar Dhi Sama’an. The word Masna’at
means the castle in the old Yemenilanguage.
The above-mentioned inscription indicates
thattheheavyfortification, protectionandroad
pavement was in the age of the Himiari king
Dharan Yahna’am Bin Dhamar Ali Yahbar the
king of Shebaand DhiRaydanwholivedinthe
fourth century AD. It is worth noting that this
inscriptionisdated backtotheyear434inthe
Himiaricalendarwhichiscorrespondingtothe
year 319 AD. It is estimated that Christianity
has beenintroduced in Yemen under the rule
of King Malki Karb Yahamin the son of the
inscription owner; King Dharan Yahna'am.
King Malki Karb Yahamin is the father of
the well-known king Al-Tuba’a Al-Yamani
king Asa’ad Al-Kamil Abi Karb Asa’ad. This
historical correspondence might explain the
relation between Masna’at Maria and the
Christianheritagedespitethefactthatthetown’s
prosperityhadstartedinapreviousidolaterage.
Thetownwasnamedafterthevillageguardian
Maria and is still holding that name till today.



